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Voter Registration Information for High School Students

The right to vote is afforded to every citizen of the United States of America. The New Jersey
Department of Education mandates that the board of education of each school district provide
voter registration information to their eligible high school students. N.J.S.A, 18A:36-27 states
that districts must provide a voter registration form, a summary of voter registration eligibility
requirements, and materials describing the role of a citizen and the importance of voting to high
school students prior to the graduation date for each school year.

Being a citizen means you have the right to work in the country where you live and the ability to
participate in political activity. If you were born in the United States, you are a U.S. citizen. If
your parents are U.S. citizens, but you were born in another country, you are also a U.S. citizen.
Citizens have certain freedoms and rights of the country in which they were born like the right to
vote and run for a political office. Citizens pay taxes and defend their country in times of peace
and war,

Voting is important to all citizens. If you want to make a difference in the world and have your
voice count, you must vote, In order-to exercise your right to vote you must be registered. High
school students who are at least 18 years old can register to vote. Once you are a registered
voter, you can vote in state and local elections.

Students can still register at the Bergen County Board of Elections office where you will need to
show a photo ID and proof of address for the next election. You can also register at the local
Division of Motor Vehicles or the public library. If you are not a registered voter, you can do it
at any time. Just click on the links below to fill out your voter registration form online and read
the voters bill of rights. The registration form must be printed out and mailed, or hand delivered
to a local voter registration facility near you, If you have questions, you can contact the Bergen
County Superintendent of Elections at 201-336-6225 or 1-877-NJ-VOTER (1-877-658-6830).

You are important. Your vote is important. Register today!
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Voter Registration Eligibility Requirements

To vote in New Jersey by following the standard application process: every prospective voter
must submit a voter registration application.

You can register to vote if:

You are a United States citizen

I am at least 17 years old, and understand that T may not vote until reaching the age of 18.
You will be a resident of the State and county 30 days before the election

You are NOT currently serving a sentence, probation or parole because of a felony
conviction,

If you are in college, you have the option to register from your college addtess ot your parent’s
address. There are good reasons for registering and voting at either residence, but keep in mind,
the final choice is yours.

The registration deadline to vote is 21 days prior to Election Date

You will receive a sample ballot about 1 week before the election that will indicate where your
polling place is or you can use our polling place locator.

Voter Registration Information
hitp://mi/eov/state/elections/voting-information. html

New Jersey Voter Registration Application-English
http://n.cov/state/elections/form_pdffvoter-regis-forms/camden-coter-reg-form-062212 pdf’

New Jersey Voter Registration Application-Spanish
http://ni/sovistate/elections/form pdffvoter-regis-forms/camden-coter-reg-form-esp-062212.pdf

NJ Voters’ Bill of Rights — English
http://www.state.nj.is/counties/mercer/commisions/pdfs/boe_billofrights.pdf

NJ Voters® Bill of Rights — Spanish
hitto://www.ni.gov/state/elections/co-polling-posters/bill-rights-poster-(cam)-101612-esp.pdf

Bergen County Board of Elections at 201-336-6225
hitp: www.bergencountyclerk.org

Bergen County Office of Education
One Bergen County Plaza

3" Floor, Room 350

Hackensack, NJ 07601




Why is It Important to Vote?

Steve Frantzich, Professor of Political Science at the U.S. Naval Academy, answers this basic question in the
selection below. It is directed to students, and tegchers may want to direct their pupils to this section, Frantzich’s
most recent book, Citizen Democracy: Political Activists in an Cynical Age, tells the real life stories of over two dozen
average citizens who used politics to affect national public policy.

Why is it important to vote?

You can’t win If you don’t play. Election outcomes are determined by those who participate. Elected officials make
important {often life and death) decisions about how our society will expend its collective resources and the
restraints it will place on individual behavior. The drinking age, the age at which you can get a driver’s license, and
the amount of money your teachers receive are some of the decisions made by elected officials, In making those
decisions, elected officials respond to peaple who bother to vote more than to those who abstain. Voting does not
guarantee that one’s preferences will prevail, but choosing not to vote denies a person one of the key tools of
having a say in a demaocracy.

How can a young person get involved in the voting process?

The first step is registration. All 18 year old American citizens have the right to register in the community where
they live, usually by going to the city hall. Many young voters register when they get their drivet’s license. Some
states allow mail-in registration or mobile registrars who set up tables at shopping centers or community events.
The Web sites mentioned below all provide information, and In some cases direct Web links, to voter registration
processes. For those who wish to go beyond voting, most campaigns are always on the lockout for volunteers.
Stopping by a candidate or party headquarters or Web site will often provide a number of volunteer opportunities.

How do you know who to vote for?

Elections seldom provide perfect choices between good and evil. The first step toward informed voting lies in
determining your own personal preferences as to the public problems you are most concerned with and the
solutions you prefer. What solutions to current societal problems do you prefer? Should we be spending more
money on schools or for national defense? Would it be better if government limited pornography or hate speech
on the Internet, or is one’s right to free expression more important? Is abortion a mortal sin or a right some
women might choose in desperate situations? There are not “right” answers to these questions on which everyone
agrees, so the informed voter looks for candidates who share their preferences on the issues of most importance
to them. Above and beyond shared preferences, informed voters look at the personal characteristics of candidates
to help determine how they will perform in office. We usually prefer candidates who are hard working, honest,
moral and skillful since we are entrusting them with decisions that affect our futures. Sorting out the information
about candidates from their speeches, campaign ads, media coverage and Web sites is one of the real challenges
to citizens in a democracy. Many voters use short cut aids, such as relying on a candidate’s political party {abel.
Over the years, political parties have taken refatively consistent packages of policy stands {see below). Candidates
for more important offices have usually served in previous positions, making it possible to assess their policy
preferences and capabilities, A number of nonpartisan Web sites (see betow) provide useful information for voters.
Talking with friends and relatives about politics helps define one’s own outlooks and understand the available
options,

How do you know if you are Republican or Democrat?

Many young people feel closer to the political party chosen by their parents. This can make a lot of sense since
parents and children often have similar political needs and policy preferences. A first step might be to talk to your
parents and have them explain why they are Democrats or Republicans. Another approach would be to identify
the two or three concerns you have about the future of your community or the nation. The political parties tend to
emphasize and act on different concerns. Look at the lists below and see which party is best known for taking
action on the policy areas for which you have a concern,

Why is it Important to Vote?

This article was taken from the Dirksen Congressional Center

website: http://www.congresslink.org/print_expert_vote.htm




New Jersey 68
Voter Registration Application

Please print clearly in ink. All information is required unless marked optional,

1 Check all boxes that apply: [1 New Registration £l Name Change O Political Party Affiliation OR O A
O Address Change [} Signature Update O Vote By Mail J
Areyoua LS, Citizen? T Yes [TINo 3 Are you atleast 17 years ofage? TJYes [TiNo Clerk
(if No, DO NOT complete this form) {if No, DO NOT complete this form)
4 Last Name First Name Middie Name or Initial  § Suffix (r, Sr, i) Registration #
5 Date of Birth am/00/vYyy) 1o 6 Gender (Optional) I]Female [1Malo office Time Stamp

7 NJ Driver's License Number or MVC Non-driver ID Number If you DO NOT hiave & NJ Driver's License or MVC Non-Driver
) ID, provide the last 4 digits of your Social Security Number,

O “ swear or affirm that | DO NOT have a NJ Driver's License, MVC Non-driver ID or a Soclal Security Number.”

8 Home Address (DO NOT use PO Box) Apt.  |Municipality ity/Town) | County State | Zip Code
9 Malling Address (i diferent from Home Address)  |Apt. | Municipality (City/Town) | County State | Zip Code |0 by mail
0 in person
10 Last Address Registered to Vote poNOTuse POBay |[Apt. | Municipality (Cisrtown) | County State |Zip Code  |Muni Code® 7"

Former Name if Making N Change
11 © g ame d 12 Day Phone Number {Optionai)

E-Mail Address (Optional)

13 Do you wish to declare a political party affiliation? F1'Yes, the party name is
{Optional) ITINo, | do not wish to be affiliated with any political party.

14 Request for Mail-In Ballot for all future elections {Optional)
0 1 wish to receive a Mail-In Ballot for all future slections uniil | request otherwise in writing to the County Clerk's office,
0 Mail my ballot fo the following address if different from Mailing Address above.

Mailing Address if different from above Apt.  |Municipality (CityTown) State | Zip Code
Declaration - | swear or affirm that: ® | il have resided in the State and county @ [ understand that any false or fraudulent
& | am a U.S. Cliizan at least 30 days before the next election registration may subject me to a fine of up
# | live at the above home address ® | am not on parole, probation or serving a to $15,000, Imprisonment up to 5 years, or
® | am at lsast 17 years old, and understand sentence due to a conviction for an indiciable both pursuant to R.S. 19:34-1

that | may not vote until reaching the age of 18 offense under any federal or state laws
Signature of Registrant: Sign or mark and date on lines below It applicant is unable to complete this form, print the
name and address of individual who completed this form.
Name
Date (MM/DD/YYYY) / /
X Date {1 Address
(MM /DD / YYYY)

Important Instructions for sections 7, 8, 13 and 14
7) Registrants who are submitting this form by mail and are registering to vote for the first time: if you do not supply any of the information
required by section 7, or the Information you provide cannot be verified, you will be asked to provide a COPY of a current and valid
phote ID, or a document with your name and current address on it to avoid having to provide identification at the paolling place.
Note: ID Numbers are Confidantfal and will not be released by any governmental agency. Any person who uses stch numbers
illegally shall be subject to criminal penalties.
8) If you are homeless, you may complete section 8 by providing a contact point or the location where you spend most of your time.
13) You may declare a political party affiliation or you may declare to be unaffiliated, regardless of any prior party affiliation. If you are a
previously affiliated voter who wants to change political party affiliation or become unaffiliated, you must file this form no later than
55 days before the primary election in order to vote in the primary election. Completing section 13 is OPTIONAL and will not affect
the acceptance of your voter registration application,
14} If you wish to receive a Mail-in Ballot for all future elections, mark the appropriate box In section 14, You will continue to receive
Mail-In Ballots for all future elections until you request otherwise in writing to your County Clerk's office.
Need More Information? Check boxes below if you would like to receive more information about:
1 voting by mail O polling place accessibility O veting if you have a disability, including visual impairment

1 becoming a poll worker O available election materiats in this alternative language:
NJ Diviston of Eteclions - 08/2418




New Jersey Voter Registration Information

You can register to vote if:

® You are a United States citizen.

You are at least 17 years of age.*

= You will be a resident of the State and county 30 days before the election.

B You are NOT currently serving a sentence, probation or parole because of a felony conviction.

*You may register to vole if you are at least 17 years old but cannot vote until reaching the age of 18.

Registration Deadline: 21 days before an election
Your County Commissioner of Registration will notify you if your application is accepted.
If it is not accepted, you will be notified on how to complete and/or correct the application.

Questions? visit Elections.NJ.gov or call toll-free 1-877-NJVOTER (1-877-658-6837)
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